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STATE SENATE CALLS FOR $5 MILLION IN CUTS
At Press Time, State House Has Not Voted on Budget

By Audrey Bailey and Peggy Beach, System Office, Public Affairs

On May 31, the North Carolina State
Senate passed a budget bill that cuts the
North Carolina Community College
System continuation budget by
$5,011,807 for each year of the next two
years, a 0.77% reduction over the cur-
rent year appropriation. The reduction
is significantly lower than officials ex-
pected.

“We are thankful that the cuts are
not as deep as we had feared,” said
North Carolina Community College
System President H. Martin
Lancaster. “Unfortunately, this
smaller cut comes at the expense of
increased tuition for our students and
a redirection of an anticipated and
much-needed salary increase for
faculty and professional staff,” he
said.

System officials prepared a list of
proposed cuts for consideration by the
Senate Education Appropriations
Subcommittee. Senator Walton
Dalton (D-Rutherford), chair of the

subcommittee, had requested the
System identify $40 million in cuts for
the panel to consider. President
Lancaster, with input from staff, made
the painful decisions and submitted
them to the panel.

Previous proposals had included an
increase in the faculty-to-student ratio
in curriculum and continuing educa-
tion programs. This would have meant
the loss of more than 450 instructional
units, or basically up to a thousand full
and part-time faculty positions. The
plan also called for the reduction of
funding for several important pro-
grams including Human Resource
Development (HRD), Regional Law
Enforcement, Diploma Nursing and
Nursing Disadvantaged.

When the decisions were made, the
cuts were painful, but less than
expected. The proposal does include
$10 million for increased enrollment
and attempts to limit the loss of
teaching positions. However, it

includes a $3.50 per semester hour
increase in for-credit tuition and calls
for cuts in administrative positions.

The largest proposed cut, $2.9
million, would come from HRD,
which provides skills training for
thousands of citizens across the state
annually. This reduction would mean
a reorganization of the program,
which will move classes to Continu-
ing Education.

Lancaster quickly added there is
much work ahead for the System.
“There are cuts in categorical items
that need to be addressed in the
House,” he said. He also reiterated
that an increase in salaries for faculty
and professional staff is a priority.
Other priority items include an
increase in funding for Student
Services and Small Business Centers.

The proposal has been sent to the
North Carolina State House. At press
time, the House has not voted on the
plan.

SYSTEM AWARDS ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE HONORS

Governor Urges Increase in Community College Funding; Congratulates Students

More than 600 community college
supporters gathered in Raleigh on
May 15 for the Fourth Annual
Academic Excellence Awards (AEA)
Luncheon.

The annual event honors 118
outstanding students from each of the
59 institutions in the NC Community
College System. This year, luncheon
goers were treated to a special
speaker: Governor Mike Easley.

Easley told the crowd, which
included about 45 legislators, that
now is the time to “pay attention to
community colleges and stop taking
[them] for granted.” Easley admitted
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the economy is in -
tough times, but
noted that a
downturn directly
affects community
colleges. “Every
one percent
increase in
unemployment »
meansa four Tl et ofthe NG
percent INCrease In Community College President
community Association. The President’s

Association sponsors the Aca-
college enroll- demic Excellence Awards (AEA)
ment, “ he said.

Luncheon each year.
He pointed out
that community colleges are where the

people go when they are looking to
move into what he called the “new
economy.”

The governor said that “we need to
increase the funding, not cut the
funding for community colleges.”
Easley closed his speech by reminding
the group that the economic shortfall
will end. The question, he said, is
how the state will come out of it.
“North Carolina is going forward,” he
insisted.

As in previous years, three students
were selected to represent the group
by presenting their personal commu-

nity college stories. Eacs}wig a p\;gr;y4




VENEZUELAN PRESIDENT HUGO CHAVEZ VISITS CVCC

In April, Venezuelan President
Hugo Chavez visited Hickory and
Catawba Valley r
Community
College (CVCC)
at the invitation

After attending a breakfast with
local business leaders, Chavez toured
CVCC’s
Hosiery
Technology
Center

of U.S. Represen- where
tative Cass classes,
Ballenger, (R- seminars
NC). and other
Ballenger owns custom-
Plastic Packag- designed
ing, Inc. in training are
Hickory. As . nr conducted
chairman of t!le Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez (center in blue suit) excluswely
Western Hemi- visited CVCC's ESL program at the invitation of U.S. Rep. for the
sphere Suboom-=  Caz2 Bellnger e sooke wih £SL Supervisor Srah  hosiery
mittee of Interna-  costa Rica, and Ron Valentini (left), dean of comporate industry.
tional Relations, and continuing education. Chavez told

Ballenger met Chavez during a visit
to Venezuela several years ago.
Ballenger told the Charlotte Observer
that he invited Chavez after the
Venezuelan leader praised Fidel
Castro. “I told him (Chavez) that if
you want to see the free enterprise and
entrepreneurism, come to Hickory,
North Carolina.”

the Hickory Daily Record that his
government has made education a
priority.

“We have taken positive steps,” he
said. “A million children have been
recovered. These were children who
were not going to school. They
couldn’t afford to go. They couldn’t
afford to eat.” Chavez said that

JAMES SPRUNT CHAPTER OF PTK
NAMED SECOND IN WORLD

The James Sprunt Community
College chapter of Phi Theta Kappa,
an international honor society, was
named second in the world at the
organization’s international conven-

"tion held recently in Denver, Colo-
rado.

The ranking, which is based on a
chapter’s efforts in leadership,
scholarship, service and fellowship,
was one of nine awards garnered by
JSCC’s Beta Epsilon Chi Chapter.

The chapter was recognized for a
number of projects including a
swimming program for 120 youth
held in partnership with the Duplin
County Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment, a beach sweep and luau, a
leadership program of 100 middle
school students and several other
regional events.

Karin O’Donnell, chapter faculty
adviser, said she was not surprised by
the award. “I felt that the high level of
product produced by this chapter
would be rewarded,” she said. “There
is nothing I can ask them or the
community can ask them that they
don’t produce.”

The chapter also received The
Continued Excellence Award and the
Journey Challenge Award for member-
ship development. O’Donnell received
the Paragon Award for her work as an
adviser. Debra Green of Beulaville
received the George O. Bierkoe
Distinguished Member Award. Wanda
James of Rose Hill received the
Distinguished Chapter Officer Award.
Amber Hanchey of Wallace received
the Distinguished Chapter President
Award.

|. E. READY AWARD NOMINATIONS
ARE BEING ACCEPTED

Nominations for the [.E. Ready
Award are now being accepted.

The L.E. Ready Award is the
highest honor given by the State
Board of Community Colleges. It
recognizes individuals who have
made significant system-wide contri-

butions to North Carolina’s community
colleges. The award is named in honor
of Isaac Epps Ready, the first system
president.

The deadline for nominations is
August 15. A selection committee will
meet in September to choose the

Venezuela is rebuilding its technical
schools and is planning incentives to
create infocenters with computers that
have Internet access.

President Chavez was surprised to
find so many Hispanic students
enrolled in CVCC’s English as a
Second Language program, especially
when he learned they had been in the
United States for such a short time.
He encouraged them to take advan-
tage of the abundant educational
opportunities available in the United
States in order to improve their lives
and work opportunities.

Chavez also told the Record that he
is interested in establishing coopera-
tive agreements between Hickory and
the states of Venezuela including
possible sister city relationships.
Chavez also toured Plastic Packaging,
Inc. and the Community Ridge Day
Care Center. Before leaving to return
home, Chavez received a pair of
baseball socks made for him at
CVCC.
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‘recipients. The recipients will be

honored at the Annual Day of
Recognition on November 16 at the
Holiday Inn, Research Triangle Park.

For more information, contact
Peggy Beach, System Office, Public
Affairs, at beachm@ncccs.cc.nc.us or
at 919-733-7051, ext. 307.
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THREE NC STUDENTS GET NATIONAL RECOGNITION
Students From Cleveland, Durham and Wayne CC

Named to USA Today All-Academic First Team

Editor’s Note: As Connection went
to press for the March/April issue, we
received word that three North
Carolina community college students
were named to the USA Today All-
Academic First Team. North Carolina
was the only state to have three
honorees on the first team this year.
Nationwide, only 20 community
college students are chosen annually
for the first team. The students were
honored at the American Association
of Community Coiieges (AACC)
convention in Chicago in April. Each
received a $2500 scholarship, a
medallion and an obelisk statue.
Below are profiles of the three
exceptional students.

Karen Metcalf Rippy
Cleveland Community College
Shelby

Karen Rippy does not let anything
stand in her way. A week before the
Academic Excellence Awards Lun-
cheon (see page 1), the Grover
resident fell off her front porch and
broke her foot. Rippy came to the
luncheon in a wheelchair, escorted by
her community college president, Dr.
Steve Thornburg,

Rippy applied that same tenacity to
her academic studies. In May, she
graduated with three separate Associ-
ate in Arts degrees — in pre-history,

,pre-English and social science:
secondary education. Rippy, who has
a 4.0 GPA, will attend UNC-
Charlotte this fall to study for her

"bachelor’s degree. She plans to

"teach history and English on the
secondary level.

In a phone conversation with
Connection, Rippy was quick to
give credit to the community
college system for her success.

community colleges around the
state, someone iike me, who has
been out of school almost 20
years, would never get the
opportunity to go,” she said.

Feeling a sense of accomplish-
ment is important, said Rippy.
“What you feel inside yourself
makes you conscious of what you
can do to help others feel the
same way.”

A very active member of the

f
“Without such a strong network of ; _

\Wynn, Jr.,

By Peggy Beach, System Office, Public Affairs

community, Rippy is a volunteer for
the Children’s Homes of Cleveland
County, American Cancer Society’s
Relay for Life and the March of Dimes
Walk America. A mother of two
teenage sons, she is a member of the
PTO of the Kings Mountain District
Schools. Rippy was selected as Out-
standing Transfer Student by the
College Board’s 2000-2001 Talent
Roster of Community Colleges Pro-
gram. Among her other honors:
Academic Achievement in Research
Writing in History Award (Cleveland
Community College SGA: 1999-2000);
Student of the Semester for College
Transfer Degree Programs, Fall 2000;
and Who’s Who Among Students in
American Junior Colleges for 1999-
2000 and 2000-2001.

The faculty and staff at Cleveland
Community College are not surprised
at Rippy’s selection for the USA Today
All-Academic Team. Sandra Hardin,
Vice President for Student Services,
told the Shelby Star that Rippy is
enthusiastic in her participation in
college life. “Addmonally, Karenisa
warm and b&flﬁg pCl’bOIl who will be

very successful in life,” said Hardin.
“Cleveland Community College is
honored to be able to call her one of -
ours.”

As part of her selection for the USA
Today All-Academic Team, Rippy will
participate in an eight-week internship
at the American Association of
Community Colleges in Washington,

of the A

idents at the An-
Assoclatron of Community
Colleges in Chicago in April. L to R: front row: April T. Layne,
KwaiChun Lee Chan, and Karen M. Rippy. Back row: Dr. Phail
President of Durham Technical Community College, A .
Or. Ed Wiisan, President of Wayne Community College and Dr. associated with Durham Tech.
Steve Thornburg, President of Cleveland Community College.

D.C. this summer.

April T. Layne
Durham Technical Community
College
Durham

April Layne understands the
importance of commitment. Layne, a
student in Durham Tech’s opticianry
program, told the Durham Herald-
Sun that she frequently had to make a
four-hour trip to the family home in
Hendersonville last spring.

“My mother was diagnosed with
ovarian cancer,” said Layne. “During
her surgery, I traveled to
Hendersonville a lot. She’s in remis-
sion now.”

In May, Layne graduated with an
A.A.S. degree in opticianry. While at
Durham Tech, Layne maintained a
4.0 GPA. She served as president of
the Student Senate, student represen-
tative on the college’s Board of
Trustees, student ambassador for the
college and member of the Gamma
Beta Phi national honor society. A
member of the NC Comprehensive
Community Coliege Student Govern-
ment Association (N4CSGA), Layne

at DNl Hareia
served as a tutor at R.N., Harriis

Elementary School and as a volunteer
for Red Cross disaster relief. Layne
was a recipient of the Academic
Excellence Award (see page 1).

Layne’s greatest leadership effort at
Durham Tech involved the Scholastic
Opticians’ Association. She reestab-
lished the organization. “I wanted
to do something to increase
student morale, so I reinstated the
Scholastic Opticians’ Association,
which had been inactive for several
years,” said Layne. “This club has
allowed the students to get to know
each other better and to feel a part
of the opt1c1anry program as a
whole.”

Dr. Phail Wynn Jr., President of
Durham Tech, said the college is
very proud of Layne. “April has
been a dedicated student leader at
our college,” said Wynn. “She
deserves this special recognition

MNorth Carolina’s three USA TodayAIl -Academic First Team mem- and does a great service to our
ibers pose with their
inual Con ti

college through her efforts at the
college on a daily basis.”
Layne said she is proud to be

See USA Today page 4
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“The college has helped build my
leadership skills, given me the
opportunity to expand intellectually
and enabled me to grow as an
individual,” she said. “I view this
honor as a way to give Durham Tech
some of the credit for my achieve-
ment.”

Layne plans to continue her studies
at NC State or UNC-Chapel Hill.

KwaiChun Lee Chan
Wayne Community College
Goldsboro

“Accomplished woman” is a phrase
that many associate with KwaiChun
Lee Chan.

Lee grew up on a boat in Hong
Kong. When her father got sick, she
quit school at age 13 to help support
her family of seven. She later worked
as a school bus driver and kindergar-
ten teacher. In 1997, Lee moved to
America when her husband got a job
at Carolina Turkey in Goldsboro. She
enrolled in an English-as-Second
Language (ESL) program at Wayne

Community College.

Lee worked six or more hours a day
during the ESL program eventually
earning her GED. She did not think
she could go to college but a counselor
encouraged her to take curriculum
courses. “When a counselor told me I
could enroll in college, I cried,” Lee
told US4 Today.

All of her work paid off. This spring,
Lee was selected as North Carolina’s
2001 Centennial Scholar. In May, she
graduated with an Associate in Arts
degree (college transfer). Her husband,
Kam Nin Lee, also graduated in the
class of 2001 with an Associate in
Applied Science degree in business.

During her studies at Wayne, she
founded the college’s International
Students Club and worked as a
chamber of commerce liaison to help
Chinese immigrants learn English. Lee
was an Academic Excellence Awards
recipient in 2000 and was inducted
into the college’s chapter of Phi Theta
Kappa and Who’s Who at Wayne
Community College honors. She
received the Lonnie and Carrie Perkins
Davis Scholarship in 1999 and

assistant and ESL interpreter. Lee was
the liberal arts department representa-
tive in the college SGA. Lee will
participate in a panel discussion at the
AACC summer meeting in Chicago
in June.

A volunteer for the Salvation Army,
Lee also works with Latino students
at Springs Creek High School in
Seven Springs, tutors students in
English and math in the college’s
Academic Skills Center, and inter-
prets Chinese for Wayne Memorial
Hospital.

Lee plans to transfer to North
Carolina State University or the
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill and major in education.
She hopes to be an ESL instructor in
part because of her family’s rocky
transition to life in America. Lee told
USA Today that her family had a
telephone bill for more than $500 for
Internet access because they didn’t
know the area code they were using
was long distance.

“I love people and want to help
them. If I have the knowledge, 1 have
the power to help them.”
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